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Section 2.8 Soils

12-month Issues
12-Soil-1 Data Adequacy Deficiency – Please submit a thorough discussion on the specific

current and foreseeable future cumulative impacts related to erosion and
sedimentation.

Data Adequacy Response – Section 8.4.4 of the AFC lists the foreseeable future
growth trends in the City of San Joaquin, and Section 8.4.5 describes recent
discretionary reviews by public agencies that would reflect new development
plans.

As noted in those sections, and according to the City’s General Plan, growth will
occur in all areas of the City and within the City’s sphere of influence.  The City
intends to annex areas within its sphere of influence within the next 20 years and
has reserved land use designation that can be converted to urbanized uses based
on population demands.  The General Plan projects a 3 percent growth rate in
population, but there are no significant residential or industrial developments
planned, other than CVEC. The City of San Joaquin currently has the following
buildings under construction:

• Gift Store (7,500 square-foot parcel)

• Auto Parts Shop (9,560 square-foot parcel)

• Storage Facility (11,250 square-foot parcel)

• Potential expansion of San Joaquin Health Center (undetermined size).

In addition to the commercial uses listed above, the City has approximately
55 housing units proposed or under construction citywide.  Due to the prevailing
soil conditions and flat terrain, the cumulative soil erosion effect of the projects
listed above and CVEC would be insignificant.

Growth in Fresno County is to occur in currently urbanized areas, incorporated
and unincorporated cities where infrastructure services are available.  A search
of the Fresno Bee did not produce additional results on reports for community
development in the project vicinity.

With respect to erosion and sedimentation, the area is generally flat and not
highly erodible.  The primary development that affects soil use and loss is the
intensive agricultural development throughout the central portion of Fresno
County.  Row crops and cotton are tilled once or twice a year, exposing large
areas of soil to wind erosion.  Dust is common and dust control practices are not
typical of farming in this area.

The potential for erosion and soil loss from the project site, which will exercise
dust control practices and will require a Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan is
likely to be much less than from existing agricultural practices in the region.  The
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project would contribute an immeasurably small amount of erosion and
sedimentation when compared to the existing agricultural practices.

12-Soil-2 Data Adequacy Deficiency – Appendices 8.2 – B, 8.13 – A and Section 1.1 of the
AFC indicate conflicting information regarding total existing acreage vs. the total
amount of earth disturbance and permanent acreage altered by the CVEC.
Please provide consistency throughout the AFC.

Data Adequacy Response – The project site is approximately 85 acres.  Of this,
25 acres would be permanently converted to paved and industrial uses for the
power block turbines, stormwater ponds, roads and appurtenant facilities. Some
of the remaining 60 acres would be used for temporary construction laydown,
and all of the 60 acres would be restored to pre-construction condition.

Project linears are estimated to require a maximum width of 75 feet, and a
maximum length of 42 miles or 384 acres. Disturbance in this area would largely
consist of trenching and backfilling the gas and water pipelines, vehicles driving
over the earth surface and subsequent restoration to pre-construction conditions.
The predominant land uses are road right-of-way, cotton fields, vineyards and
orchards.

12-Soil-3 Data Adequacy Deficiency – Provide legible mapping that identifies all linear
facilities (i.e., domestic water and sanitary sewer lines) with respect to the soil
types to be impacted during construction and operation of the project.

Data Adequacy Response –Figure 8.9-1a shows the project site and surrounding
area for a large distance mapped as “Mk.”  The scale of Figure 8.9-1a makes it
difficult to show both the reclaimed water supply (21 miles) and the domestic
water supply (1 mile) on one figure. Figure 2.2-1 shows the linear features,
including sewer and domestic water supply lines serving the site.  As shown in
that figure the domestic water line runs under or adjacent to existing roads and
industrial areas.  The domestic sewer line runs under or near Cherry Lane
through the soil type mapped as “Mk.”

12-Soil-4 Data Adequacy Deficiency – Figure 8.9-2 “Important Farmland Mapping” does
not show the types of farmland for the entire natural gas pipeline route west of
Fresno Slough.  Also, Section 8.9.3.5 indicates that this mapping is not covered
east of the Fresno slough.  Please provide further clarification.

Data Adequacy Response – The soil survey for this area was completed in the
1950s before appropriate data were collected to make a determination of “prime
farmland.”  The NRCS advises that new soil maps are scheduled to be completed
in 2004, but until then there is no designation of important farmlands beyond the
limits shown in the AFC.

12-Soil-5 Data Adequacy Deficiency – As per the NRCS Official Soil Series Descriptions
website, the Playas soil series does not exist.  Please refer to a hardcopy of the
soil survey and provide the appropriate soil series (Pl) accompanied by a
summary of its properties.
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Data Adequacy Response – According to the Soil Survey, Eastern Fresno
County, USDA SCS, October 1971, the “Pl” soil mapping unit as Playas is
correct. A copy of the description for “Playa” is attached to this response (see
Attachment 12-Soil-5). The problem may be that Playa actually refers to a
hydrologic surface feature (similar to the example of a vernal pool) but not an
inactive soil series. Because it is not a soil series per se, it does not have the soil
features such as depth to bedrock that are summarized for other soil types.

12-Soil-6 Data Adequacy Deficiency – It appears that the data provided for the Merced
Soil Series (90A, p.8.9-5) differs from the data for the Merced Soil Series on
p. 8.9-6.  Please provide further clarification.

Data Adequacy Response –Table 8.9-2 attempts to report clearly and without
interpretation or misrepresentation the information provided in the Fresno
County Soil Surveys.  As evident in the references and figures, western Fresno
County was surveyed in 1950 and eastern Fresno was surveyed in 1971.  The
differences in characteristics reported in Table 8.9-2 reflect the information in
those source documents.  The standards for soil reporting and description have
not been static during these 20 years.  New mapping of western Fresno County is
expected in 2004.

12-Soil-7 Data Adequacy Deficiency – Please refer to Appendix B (g) (15) (A) (i) [i.e., 12-
Soil-6].

Data Adequacy Response –As noted above, the descriptions of the Merced
Series varies between documents.  We have attempted to report the information
as represented by the NRCS.
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Attachment 12-Soil-5

Playa Definition

[Insert File:  Attach 12-Soil-5]






